CHAPTER 5

A FORM FOR ALL SEASONS

A sermon is an unrepeatable event. Even if the preacher
were to take a previously preached manuscript and repeat it word
for word, gesture for gesture, it would still be unique. This
ig because the situation is never the game twice. People
change. Culture moves and migrates, shifting its shape from
moment to moment. Change in the life of the preacher also
mitigates against a stock sermon. ‘Global‘ preaching takes the
malleable nature of the preaching event into account. It is a
form for all seasons, capable of providing direction to the
sermon regardless of the text or climate.

Missioleogist Herbert V. Klem has suggested that there
are three factors affecting cross-cultural communication.

The crucial factors are the media, the style, and the con-
tent. When all three factors are from an indigenous source,
the potential for acceptance is excellent. The potential
decreases, however, if any of the factors are foreign. When
all three factors are foreign the potential for acceptance
ig very poor.l

An indigenous ceremony (medium), says Klem, that makes use of

oral art (style) to speak about great acts in the past {content)

lHerbert V. Klem, Qral Communication of the Scripture:
Insights from African Oral Art (Pasadena, CA: William Carey
Library, 1982), 165.
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would be highly acceptable in communicating to an African tribe.
"On the other hand, " he says, "if a sermon (the medium) concern-
ing Jesus {the content) is presented via three point American-
tvpe sermon (the style), it wiil have an exceedingly foreign
impact on the tradition-oriented masses.”?

‘Global’ preaching reduces this problem. Medium and
style are not prescribed by the model. The approach can func-
tion narrativally, didactically, poetically, proverbially or in
any other rhetorical manner. This allows the preacher to con-
sider faithfully the exegetical and rhetorical possibilities
inherent in the text as well as in the culture. Some passages
and some people groups cry out for instruction. Others call for
poetry.? The ‘gliobal’ preaching model is flexible enough to
allow for either. Even the content of the message is directed
for impact upon the listener's personal convictions.

‘Global’ preaching is not a new homiletical straight-
jacket. It is, rather, a way of conceiving preaching that
integrates the concerns of culture with the concerns of the
text. The choice of rhetorical form is simply one of the issues
to be decided in the implementation of the paradigm.

Each of the sermons that follow employs an identical

sequence beginning with context and moving around the globe to

2Klem, Oral Communication, 165,

3William H. Kooienga, Elements of Stvle for Preaching,
The Craft of Preaching Series {(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan

Publishing House, 1989), 53.
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content, conviction, and finally, conduct. It is possible to
conceive any of the sermons from a different starting point,
beginning with content and concluding with context for instance,
or perhaps even moving counterclockwise. However, any such
decision will have rhetorical implications. The choice to
conclude with the listener’s conduct would seem to be the
strongest rhetorically. On the other hand, choosging to move
randomly around the globe, from context to conviction to content
to conduct, would weaken the holistic character of the model.
The overlapping structure of the hemigpheres is important to the
integrative nature of the paradigm.

The following sermon plans trace the ‘giobal’ preaching
model as it is developed out of four distinct biblical genres.
This is not an exhaustive presentation, nor is it suggesting the
only or best way to treat a particular genre. It does, however,
offer a sense of the possibilities available in an integrated
sermon from these texts.4

Didactic Text: Romang 8:18-25

Groaning for Glory: Gaining
Perspective in the Meantime

Romans 8:18-25 presents a potent mix of objective theol-
ogy and human struggle. The craving for hope in the middle of

suffering is a truly human experience. In this passage, Paul

4The material to follow should not be considered as
detailed exegetical development of the texts. It is intended,
rather, to sketch out the basic direction of the hermeneutical
and homiletical process.






