CHAPTER 5

A FORM FOR ALL SEASONS

A sermon is an unrepeatable event. Even if the preacher
were to take a previously preached manuscript and repeat it word
for word, gesture for gesture, it would still be unique. This
ig because the situation is never the game twice. People
change. Culture moves and migrates, shifting its shape from
moment to moment. Change in the life of the preacher also
mitigates against a stock sermon. ‘Global‘ preaching takes the
malleable nature of the preaching event into account. It is a
form for all seasons, capable of providing direction to the
sermon regardless of the text or climate.

Missioleogist Herbert V. Klem has suggested that there
are three factors affecting cross-cultural communication.

The crucial factors are the media, the style, and the con-
tent. When all three factors are from an indigenous source,
the potential for acceptance is excellent. The potential
decreases, however, if any of the factors are foreign. When
all three factors are foreign the potential for acceptance
ig very poor.l

An indigenous ceremony (medium), says Klem, that makes use of

oral art (style) to speak about great acts in the past {content)

lHerbert V. Klem, Qral Communication of the Scripture:
Insights from African Oral Art (Pasadena, CA: William Carey
Library, 1982), 165.
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would be highly acceptable in communicating to an African tribe.
"On the other hand, " he says, "if a sermon (the medium) concern-
ing Jesus {the content) is presented via three point American-
tvpe sermon (the style), it wiil have an exceedingly foreign
impact on the tradition-oriented masses.”?

‘Global’ preaching reduces this problem. Medium and
style are not prescribed by the model. The approach can func-
tion narrativally, didactically, poetically, proverbially or in
any other rhetorical manner. This allows the preacher to con-
sider faithfully the exegetical and rhetorical possibilities
inherent in the text as well as in the culture. Some passages
and some people groups cry out for instruction. Others call for
poetry.? The ‘gliobal’ preaching model is flexible enough to
allow for either. Even the content of the message is directed
for impact upon the listener's personal convictions.

‘Global’ preaching is not a new homiletical straight-
jacket. It is, rather, a way of conceiving preaching that
integrates the concerns of culture with the concerns of the
text. The choice of rhetorical form is simply one of the issues
to be decided in the implementation of the paradigm.

Each of the sermons that follow employs an identical

sequence beginning with context and moving around the globe to

2Klem, Oral Communication, 165,

3William H. Kooienga, Elements of Stvle for Preaching,
The Craft of Preaching Series {(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan

Publishing House, 1989), 53.
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content, conviction, and finally, conduct. It is possible to
conceive any of the sermons from a different starting point,
beginning with content and concluding with context for instance,
or perhaps even moving counterclockwise. However, any such
decision will have rhetorical implications. The choice to
conclude with the listener’s conduct would seem to be the
strongest rhetorically. On the other hand, choosging to move
randomly around the globe, from context to conviction to content
to conduct, would weaken the holistic character of the model.
The overlapping structure of the hemigpheres is important to the
integrative nature of the paradigm.

The following sermon plans trace the ‘giobal’ preaching
model as it is developed out of four distinct biblical genres.
This is not an exhaustive presentation, nor is it suggesting the
only or best way to treat a particular genre. It does, however,
offer a sense of the possibilities available in an integrated
sermon from these texts.4

Didactic Text: Romang 8:18-25

Groaning for Glory: Gaining
Perspective in the Meantime

Romans 8:18-25 presents a potent mix of objective theol-
ogy and human struggle. The craving for hope in the middle of

suffering is a truly human experience. In this passage, Paul

4The material to follow should not be considered as
detailed exegetical development of the texts. It is intended,
rather, to sketch out the basic direction of the hermeneutical
and homiletical process.
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offers a helpful theological explanation of this universal

problem.

Hermeneutical Spin

Narrative Context

The entire eighth chapter of the book of Romans is a
statement intended to encourage the Roman believers toward
faithfulness in the middle of difficulty. There is no evidence
that the Christians in Rome were undergoing any specific perse-
cution at the time of this writing.5 The struggles Paul refers
to, then, are akin to the difficulties experienced by Christians
living today. Living faithfully for Jesus Christ is difficult
in the context of an unconvinced world. Even were it not,
trouble, like the rain, has littie respect for one’s theological
position. It falls upon all regardless. The fact is, as the
text makes clear, that ever since the fall of humanity, there

has been a great deal to groan about.

Propegitional Content

The primary principle content of the text is powerfully
stated in verse 18. Present suffering is not worthy to be
compared with the glory that is the believer's inheritance.®

Everything else in this passage derives from or supports this

>Joseph A. Fitzmeyer, Romans: A New Translation with
Introduction and Commentary, Anchor Bible, ed. William Foxwell
Albright and David Noel Freedman (Garden City, New York:
Doubleday & Company, 1993), 36.

tSee also 1 Peter 1:3-5.



i58

initial statement of Paul's conviction. The information regard-
ing the bondage and groaning of creation explains the historical
and theological reason for suffering. The statement regarding
the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit provides a theological foun-
dation for the hope sounded by the declaration in verse 18. The
call for patience in verse 25 isg also logically derived if one
accepts Paul's statement regarding the relative merits of this
world's groaning and the next worid's glory.

The challenge cffered by thig text, then, is to suffer
patiently in the knowledge that God is at work to overturn
creation's bondage. The granting of the Spirit is evidence that

the believer's furure is assured.

Pergonal Convictions

People today tend not to appreciate the possible merits
of suffering. Most would just as soon avolid it altogether.
While the idea of hope beyond the pain is alluring, humanity
generally hag seen little credible evidence that this hope is
something real. Disappointment will tend to lower one's expec-
tations. People would like to think that God has a plan and
that he will make things right. That is why even the most
secular still pray at funerals. Yet most remain unconvinced.

The pain is so strong and the hope so little in evidence.

Human Conduct
Human conduct in the face of suffering generally reverts

to selfishness. Humans go to great lengths to protect them-
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selves from pain. When faced with its insistence they are as
likely to give in to it as they are to rise against it. The
text, however, offers a hope that overcomes the pain. Despair

is unnecessary when one understands what God is doing.

Homiletical Spin
Identify
The task of identification in the first homiletical move
1s to put the listeners in the place of the Roman believers to
whom Paul is writing. That is to say, the preacher reminds the
listeners of their reasons for groaning.
The preacher begins the sermon by asking the listeners
to identify the word “AAARRRGGHH”.
Do yvou know what that word is? That's the word you see in
big black block letters every time Lucy pulls the football
away from Charlie Brown causing him to £ly up into the air,
landing flat on his back, realizing yet again, that things
are not right in the world.7
"o you know what it 1s to groan," the preacher asks?
The preacher goes on to remind the listeners that "We'wve got
some reasons to groan in this world." The preacher offers
geveral heart-rending examples before asking the listener to

congider his or her own life. "What do you have to groan

about, " the preacher asks?

Inform

At this point the preacher works to establish the

TUnpublished sermon prepared by the author for the
purposes cof this dissertation.



160

principal proposition of the text, that is that the groanings of
the present are not worth comparing to the glory God has prom-
ised to the believer. Az this is a didactic passage, this
section will allow for detailed exposition should the situation
welcome it, allowing for the full play of cognitive discussion.
The preacher will take time to develop the roots of the
problem in creation, taking care to show that the whole created
world continues to groan in harmony with humanity, waiting for
the redemption of the cosmos and the revealing of the sons of
God. The preacher will describe the promise confirmed by the
presence of the Holy Spirit and the reason for hope that this

atfirms.

Tomply

At this point the preacher begins to move to the subjec-
tive side of the globe. The major implication of the objective
content of the text is that it is going to be all right. God
has not left humanity without evidence of his love. The Holy
Spirit is a guarantee that, as the mother giving birth knows,
the pain is temporary and something new and wonderful is about
to be born. The reality of present suffering is not a suffi-
cient cause for despair. Hope is more than reasonable given the

promise and power of God.

Impact

Of ecourse, knowing in one's mind that suffering is

temporary is different from feeling it in one's heart. The
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preacher, must then move to the listener’s experience, offering
encouragement and support for the listener to carry on in the
face of suffering with the confidence that there is more to this
iife than what appears at first glance. "Can you hang on for
now?" the preacher asks.
For now we're going to suffer. Something is wrong with this
world and it hurts. For now we deal with all kinds of pain
and struggle, but if you can just hang on, i1f vou can pick
up vour feet and take another step, and then another, you
will find one day that the promises of God are true.8
The listeners are left to consider their willingness to wait
patiently upon the promise of the God whose word is true.

The didactic nature of the text is not compromised by
the ‘glicobal’ paradigm. While the preacher may or may not choose
to make use of sermon points in the classic expositional pat-
tern, the cognitive impact of the text is not lost on the lis-
tener. If the sermon were to be preached in a less literate,
more experientlially attuned culture, the globe offers the
preacher a way to present didactic material effectively. In-
cluding the subjective side of the globe allows the preacher to
frame the cognitive material for effective reception.? The
alternative, of course, is to avoid didactic texts in such

environments. This alternative, however, unacceptably limits

the preacher's canon for preaching.

8Unpublished sermon manuscript.

2In guch a non-cognitive atmosphere, the preacher could
emphasize the textual metaphors instead of the propositions.
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Inform
Our present
suffering is not
worth comparinig
to the glory that wil
be ours one day if w
have put our trust in

Jesus Christ,

Exposition

Imply
The reality of
suffering is not a
sufficient cause for
despair. Hope is
more than reason-
able given the
promise of God.

Identify
We all have reason:
to groan in this worlc
Something is wrong
with everything.
What are you
groaning
about?

Impact
Can you hang on

and wait patiently?
For now life hurts,
but if we can hang
on we will
overcome.

Jounoluj

Narrative Text: Luke 10:38-42
Résumés and Eulogies:
On How We Judge Our Usefulness

Luke 10:38-42 is a narrative story from the life of
Jesus. The contrast between Mary and Martha offers a powerful
contrast against which one can measure one's own state of spiri-

tual health.
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Hermeneutical Spin

Narrative Context

Contemporary listeners easily relate to the story of
Mary and Martha. It describes a domestic situation conmon to
the experience of almost everyone. The preacher will not have
to work very hard to connect the situation of the listeners to
the situation in the text.

Of more interest is the literary placement of this story
in the biblical context. Luke's tenth chapter begins with
Jegus' call for laborers who would be willing to go out into the
harvest field. This seems to suggest a strong call to action.
In verse 25, Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan,
likewise a call to reach out beyond one's natural boundaries in
order to act mercifully toward others. The story of Mary and
Martha, then, with its emphasis upon being rather than doing,
seems out ¢of place. The placement of this story within this
literary context raises the common human struggle between what

one does and who one 1is.

Propogitional Content

The propositional content of the story is not stated
explicitly but must be inferred from Jesus' own statement re-
garding the events that took place at the home of Mary and
Martha. Jesus referees the conflict between Martha's sense of
responsibility and Mary's sense of worship., Jesus' conclusion

is that Mary has done what is better. The inference, therefore,
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is that the believer's primary responsibility is to spend time
with God. While no one can escape the pressures of daily re-
sponsibility, it i1s helpful to remember that the believer's
first responsibility is to know God. The text suggests the

priority of being over doing.

Personal Convictions

Contemporary soclety is highly focused upon productivi-
ty. Personal character is barely considered in comparison to
one's capacity to produce successful results. Professional
athletes can feel free to abuse drugs, women, and themselves as
long as they win on the field. C.E.0.'s can disregard emplovyee
rights, pillage the environment, and indulge any fantasy as long
as the company genera&es'h@althy profits for the demanding
stockholders.

This text, of course, disputes that idea. Responsibili-
ty is important. Christians must work to meet the needs of the
world. Yet, one's first responsibility as a believer in Christ,
is to spend time with Jesus. Human beings will not be judged by
the quantity of their deeds but by the quality of their worship.
The text, then, has a counter-cultural tone as it challenges

contemporary convictions about the primacy of productivity.

Human Conduct
Contemporary humans tend to be overworked and
over-stressed. Prayer and meditation often are forgotten due to

the presumed priority of work and ministry. People tend to
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measure themselves according to the number of their works rather
than by the substance of their faith. Thus, anxiety grows while

spiritual passion withers.

Homiletical Spin
Identify

Contemporary listeners should not have difficulty iden-
tifying with the contextual situation represented by the text.
The preacher could try to create a sense of dissonance among the
listeners between their desire to be productive for Jesus' sake,
going out into the harvest field, caring for those found at the
side of the road, and their need to spend time guietly getting
to know their God. "You should see my résumé," the preacher
says. “Most of us could offer a long list of good things we
have achieved,” he says, “but does cne's life consist in the
abundance of one's accomplishments?”

The domestic scene in the narrative offers a relevant
picture of the struggle each believer knows by experience. As
the preacher tells the story, the dissonance becomes obvious.
Martha probably had the better résumé. She took her responsi-
bilities seriously, but Mary is the one that Jesus commends.
Most believers would say that they are willing to be productive
for Jesus, but is that what Jesus is asking for, or is there

something greater and deeper?

Iinform

As the passage is given in narrative form, the preacher
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will need to infer the propositional content of the passage from
the events in the story. In this case, however, the preacher
has warrant to make a strong propositional declaration on the
basis of Jesus' own assessment of the narratival events. Jesus
clearly commends Mary for her sense of worship over Martha's
sense of responsibility. Based on Jesus' claim, the preacher
has freedom to anncunce the difficult principle that God cares
more about our relationship with him than he does about our

productivity for him.

Imply

The next move could be the most difficult in this par-
ticular sermon because of the text's challenge to the listener's
presuppositions. The listener comes with the conviction that
one's ilmportance in the world can usually be judged by the
gquality of one's personal résumé. The preacher's task is to
encourage the listener to buy the implication of the text that
what one does is less important than who one is or that being
takes priority over doing.

It may help the preacher to refer back to the context of
the passage. In Luke 9:51 it says that Jesus was on his way to
Jerusalem where he knew he would make his final sacrifice. In
other words, Jesus was on his way to higs death. Somehow death
tends to clarify one's sense of priority. The preacher could
remind the listeners that when one dies, he or she will not read

the person's résume. They will read the person's eulogy. A
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résumé documents the quantity of one's accomplishments. A

eulogy describes the quality of one's character.

Impact

A sharpened perspective will create a clearer sense of
priorities. In the move to encourage some kind of concrete
response on the part of the listener, the preacher could offer a
number of diagnostic guestions: "How well do you know your Lord?
"Are you trying to win favor with God on the strength of your
accomplishments or upon the strength of your relationship with
him?” The preacher could offer & number of suggestions designed

to stimulate a meaningful response by the listener.

The strength of this text for preaching iz its narrative
nature. The listeners instantly recognize the dissonance be-
tween their convictions and the textual implications. The
preacher should be careful, then, to maintain the story flavor
of the text in the form of the sermon. As the preacher spins
the globe, the full play of the text will have its way, both

cognitively and in the resulting experience of the listener.
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Exposition

Iinform

God cares | What one does
more about oui | is less important
relationship with | than who one is.
him than he does | Being takes priority
about what we may | over doing. Worship
have accomplished | over productivity.

for him..

Identify | Impact

Most of us would sa* | Are you trying to win
we are ready to be | favor with God on the
productive for | strength of your
Jesus, but is that | accomplishments
what Jesus | for him or your
wants from | relationship
us? | with him?

19)Un0JuUl

Proverbial Text: Proverbs 11:1

Weights and Measures:
On Living By an Honest Scale

Proverbs 11:1 is one of hundreds of simple proverbial
texts available tfo the preacher in the wisdom literature of the
01d Testament. "The Lord abhors dishonest scales, but accurate
weights are his delight, " it reads. As such it provides a
unigue challenge to the ‘global’ preacher. At first glance it

would seem that once a proverb is stated it does not leave much
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left to be said. Yet proverbs are more than simple proposition.
Proverbs act as shorthand within oral cultures for larger truths
and situations. They evoke whole worlds of meaning and possi-
bility for the preacher who is patient enough to probe beneath

the simple surface truths.

Hermeneutical Spin

Narrative Context

A proverb like this appears to have no context in the
passage. There is wvery little apparent connection between the
verses that precede and the verses that follow. Other than the
general categorization of these texts as God's wisdom for liv-
ing, it is difficult to trace a strong sense of commonality
among these verses.

Narrative context, however, regards more than just the
material at hand. Narrative context acknowledges the world
behind the text. This particular text, for instance, is written
into a world that values honesty and integrity and yet does not
always find it. Parallel passages such as Lev. 19:35,36; Ez.
45:10£f; Pr. 20:10, 24; and Luke 6:38 display the biblical
concern for accuracy in one's business dealings particularly as
it relates to weights and measures.

The context, then, is inferred from the text. One can
imagine a businessman temp?ed to cheat or a consumer who feels
he has been taken advantage of. While the proverb reflects no

specific individual or particular event, these and others are






